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ACOUSTIC LOCATION SYSTEM 

This invention relates to a position detection system in 
which an object is able to determine its position based 
5 on acoustic signals output by one or more beacons and 

components thereof. 

US Patent No. 5491670 , the whole contents of which are 
hereby incorporated by reference, describes such a 

10 positioning system in which an automatically guided 

vehicle determines its position by monitoring chirps of 
sound emitted by each of a plurality of beacons. In 
particular , the time required for a chirp to travel 
between a beacon and the automatically guided vehicle is 

15 measured. Various techniques are described for enabling 

the automatically guided vehicle to determine when each 
of the chirps was transmitted by a respective beacon. 

A problem with the positioning system described in US 
20 Patent No. 5491670 is that the chirps of sound can be 

obscured by background noise. A further problem is that 
if the chirps of sound are in the frequency range which 
is audible to the human ear then they can be annoying to 
human beings , while if the chirps of sound are at 
25 ultrasonic frequencies then they can annoy dogs and other 

animals whose hearing extends to ultrasonic frequencies. 

An object of the present invention is to provide an 
alternative positioning system to that described in US 
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Patent: No. 5,491,670. 

According to one aspect of the invention, there is 
provided a positioning system comprising at least one 
5 acoustic beacon for emitting acoustic signals and an 

object operable to determine its position based on the 
acoustic signals emitted by the or each beacon. The 
positioning system comprises means for generating a 
spread spectrum audio data signal for the or each beacon 

10 and the object comprises means for calculating its 

position based oh the emitted spread spectrum acoustic 
signals corresponding to the spread spectrum audio data 
signals. When the frequency range of the acoustic 
signals is audible to the human ear, by using spread 

15 spectrum technology the acoustic signals are less 

noticeable to humans. Similarly, when the frequency 
range of the acoustic signals is ultrasonic, the acoustic 
signals are less noticeable to dogs and the like. 
Further, spread spectrum acoustic signal are detectable 

20 within a comparatively high background noise level. 

In a preferred embodiment, different spread spectrum 
signals are used for each beacon which removes the need 
for staggering the acoustic signals to avoid collisions 
25 where two acoustic signals arrive at the same time. This 

is particularly advantageous if the object is moving 
because of the resulting improvement in accuracy of 
position detection . 
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In a preferred embodiment, sufficient beacons are 
provided so that the calculating means is operable to 
calculate the object's position based on the differences 
in the time required for acoustic signals from different 
5 beacons to arrive at the object • In this way, the object 

does not need to know the absolute timing at which the 
beacons transmit the audio signals* 

Exemplary embodiments of the invention will now be 
10 described with reference to the accompanying drawings, in 

which : 

Figure 1 schematically shows a position detection 
system in which a plurality of beacons transmit acoustic 
signals to a remote-controlled vehicle; 
15 Figure 2 schematically shows electrical circuitry of 

a master beacon in the position detection system shown in 
Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3A is a timing diagram illustrating a pseudo- 
noise code sequence; 
20 Figure 3B is a timing diagram illustrating a carrier 

signal which has been phase-modulated by the pseudo-noise 
code sequence shown in Figure 3A; 

Figure 3C is a timing diagram illustrating a sampled 
signal obtained by sampling the modulated signal shown in 
25 Figure 3B; 

Figure 4 is a plot illustrating the power spectrum 
of a modulated data signal with and without spread 
spectrum encoding; 

Figure 5 schematically shows electrical circuitry of 
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the remote-controlled vehicle in the position detection 
system shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 6 shows in more detail a correlator unit of 
the electrical circuitry illustrated in Figure 5; 
5 Figure 7 schematically shows an alternative remote 

control unit for controlling the vehicle in the position 
detection system illustrated in Figure 1; 

Figure 8 schematically shows a first alternative 
electrical circuit of the remote-controlled vehicle to 
10 the electrical circuitry illustrated in Figure 5; 

Figure 9 schematically shows remote control signals 
decoder circuitry which forms part of the electrical 
circuitry illustrated in Figure 8 ; 

Figure 10 shows in more detail an acquisition unit 
15 of the decoder circuitry illustrated in Figure 9; 

Figure 11 shows in more detail a normalisation 
circuit of the acquisition unit illustrated in Figure 10; 

Figure 12 shows in more detail an averaging circuit 
of the normalisation circuit illustrated in Figure 11; 
20 Figure 13 is a plot of the output of the 

normalisation circuit of the acquisition unit illustrated 
in Figure 10; 

Figure 14 is a plot of the output of a cross- 
correlator of the acquisition unit illustrated in Figure 
25 10; 

Figure 15 shows in more detail the components of a 
processor used in the decoder circuitry illustrated in 
Figure 9; 

Figure 16 shows in more detail a power comparator of 
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the decoder circuitry Illustrated in Figure 9; 

Figure 17 schematically shows alternative decoder 
circuitry to the decoder circuitry illustrated in Figure 
9; 

5 Figure 18 schematically shows a first alternative 

acquisition unit to the acquisition unit illustrated in 
Figure 10; 

Figure 19 schematically shows a second alternative 
acquisition unit to the acquisition unit illustrated in 
10 Figure 10; 

Figure 20 is a plot of the power spectrum of a first 
alternative data signal; 

Figure 21 is a plot of the power spectrum of a 
second alternative data signal; 
X5 Figure 22 is a plot of the power spectrum of a third 

alternative data signal; and 

Figure 23 schematically shows a signalling system 
for transmitting control information and positioning 
signals via the audio track of a television program. 

20 

Several embodiments of the invention will now be 
described with reference to the position detection system 
shown in Figure 1. Figure 1 shows a remote-controlled 
vehicle 1 having mounted thereon an omni-directional 
25 microphone 3 for detecting acoustic signals. Figure 1 

also shows a master beacon 5 which is connected to three 
slave beacons 7a to 7c by respective cables 9a to 9c. 
The master beacon 5 and the slave beacons 7 transmit 
respective acoustic signals 11a to lid which are detected 
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by the microphone 3 of the vehicle 1 and processed by 
electrical circuitry in the vehicle 1 to determine the 
position of the vehicle 1- 

5 A remote control unit 13 , operated by a user 15, emits 

control signals to the remote-controlled vehicle 1 in 
order to vary its speed and direction. The vehicle 1 
responds to the control signals unless the position 
detection system indicates that the vehicle 1 is about to 
10 leave a predetermined allowed area, details of which are 

stored in the vehicle 1, in which case the vehicle 1 
overrides the control signals so that the vehicle 1 
remains always within the allowed area. The allowed area 
within which the vehicle moves is chosen to be free of 
15 obstructions or fragile objects so that the vehicle 1 

does not damage either itself or any fragile object. 

In the position detection system shown in Figure 1, the 
vehicle 1 is in the same plane as the master beacon 5 and 
the slave beacons 7. As shown in Figure 1, an origin, 
that is a position (0,0) with respect to which other 
positions in the plane are determined by their distance 
away from the origin in perpendicular x and y directions, 
is defined by the position of the master beacon 5. The 
vehicle 1 is at a position (X V ,Y V ) relative to the origin 
and the slave beacons 7a to 7c are at positions (X lx Y x ) , 
(X 2 ,Y 2 ) and (X 3 , Y 3 ) respectively relative to the origin - 
As those skilled in the art will appreciate, the distance 
r x between the vehicle 1 and the master beacon 5 and 
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distances r 2 , r 3 , and r 4 between the vehicle 1 and the 
slave beacon 7a , 7b and 7c respectively are given by: 

Xl+Yl = r\ (l) 

(Xx~ Xv)* +{Yi~Y>) 2 =rl (2) 

5 (X2-Xyy + (Y*-Yy) 2 =rl (3) 

(Xi-Xv) 2 +{Ys-Yrf =rl (4) 

In the embodiments described with reference to Figure 1, 
a differential time of flight measurement system is 

10 employed in which the difference between the time 

required for the acoustic signal 11a to travel from the 
master beacon 5 to the vehicle 1 and the time required 
for each of the acoustic signals lib to lid to travel 
from the corresponding slave beacon 7 to the vehicle 1 

15 are measured. By multiplying each of these differential 

times by the speed of the acoustic signals 11, a value 
representative of the difference in the distance over 
which the acoustic signals 11 have travelled is obtained. 
In this way, a value C 12 is obtained which is equal to 

20 the difference between the distance from the vehicle 1 to 

the master beacon 5 and the distance from the vehicle 1 
to the slave beacon 7a (i.e. r^r;,); a value C 13 is 
obtained for the difference between the distance from the 
vehicle 1 to the master beacon 5 and the distance from 

25 the vehicle 1 to the slave beacon 7b (i.e. ri-r 3 ) ; and a 

value C 14 is obtained for the difference between the 
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distance from the vehicle 1 to the master beacon 5 and 
the distance from the vehicle 1 to the slave beacon 7c 
(i.e. r!-r 4 )- 

By inserting C 12 , C 13 and C 14 into Equations 2 to 4 and 
substituting r x 2 for X v 2 + Y v 2 (see Equation 1 above), the 
following equations can be derived: 





1C n r x 


-2XvX>-2YvY, = C 2 i2- 


x\- 


Y\ 


(5) 


10 


2Ci3l 


~ 2 Xv X7 ~ 2 Yv Yi — Cfn ~ 


x\- 


Yl 


(6) 



Xv Xs-2YvYi = Cf 4 - X\~Y\ 



(7) 



15 



These equations can be solved, using Cramer's rule (see 
for example the Penguin Dictionary of Mathematics), to 
give the following expressions for X v and Y v : 



Xv = 



C l2 




xUyI- 


C 2 l2 


Yi 


c l3 




xl+ Y\- 




Y 2 


Cm 




Xl+Yl- 




Y 3 






C\2 X\ 


Y^ 






2 


Ci3 X 2 


Y 2 








C\4 X$ 


Y 3 





(8) 
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Cl4 


X 3 7 3 





(9) 



A skilled person will therefore appreciate that if the 
positions of the slave beacons 7 relative to the master 
beacon 5 and the speed of the acoustic signals 11 are 
known, and the time differences between the time taken 
for acoustic signals 11 to travel from each of the slave 
beacons 7 to the vehicle 1 and the time taken for 
acoustic signals to travel from the master beacon 5 to 
the vehicle 1 are measured, then the position of the 
vehicle 1 can be determined relative to the master 
beacon 5. 



15 



A more detailed description of a first embodiment of the 
above position detection system, in which the remote 
control unit 13 is a conventional remote control unit 
which transmits radio frequency (RF) control signals to 
the vehicle 1, will now be described with reference to 
Figures 2 to 6 • 



20 Figure 2 shows electrical circuitry in the master beacon 

5 which is used to generate audio data signals which 
correspond to the acoustic signals 11. As shown in 
Figure 2, a control unit 21 in the master beacon 5 
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outputs control signals to each of four pseudo-noise (PN) 
code generators 23a to 23d. As those skilled in the art 
of telecommunications will appreciate, PN codes are 
binary codes which appear to be completely random in 
5 nature, but which are in fact deterministic, i.e. they 

can be reproduced. In particular, these codes are 
generated by exclusive-OR feedback from synchronously 
clocked registers. By continually clocking the 

registers, the PN code is cyclically reproduced. The 
10 number of registers, the registers used in the feedback 

path and the initialisation state of the registers 
determines the length of the code and the specif 1c code 
produced. 

15 In this embodiment, each of the PN code generators 23 has 

eight registers and is arranged to generate a respective 
PN code having 255 bits (which will hereinafter be 
referred to as "chips" using the standard nomenclature in 
the art to distinguish the bits of the PN code from the 

20 bits of a data signal) in a stream with no sequence of 

more than 8 chips repeated in the 255 chips. Such a PN 
code is conventionally referred to as an 8 bit code after 
the number of registers used to generate it. At the end 
of each stream of 255 chips a binary 0 is added to make 

2 5 the total length of the stream 256 chips. 

The PN code generators 23 generate respective different 
orthogonal PN codes. In particular, PN code generator 
2 3a generates a code sequence which will be referred to 
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as PN code 1, PN code generator 2 3b generates a code 
sequence which will be referred to as PN code 2 , PN code 
generator 2 3c generates a code sequence which will be 
referred to as PN code 3 and PN code generator 23d 
5 generates a code sequence which will be referred to as PN 

code 4 . The PN codes are made orthogonal so that if any 
two of the PN codes are multiplied together chip by chip 
another pseudo-noise sequence is generated. Each of the 
PN codes is generated at a rate of 5512.5 chips per 
10 second and each binary 1 is represented as +1 and each 

binary 0 is represented as -1, e.g. plus 1 volt and minus 

I volt. 

In response to a signal from the control unit 21 , each of 
15 the PN code generators emits a respective 256 chip PN 

code sequence . The rate at which the control unit 
signals the PN code generators 23 to emit their 
respective PN codes is dependent on the operating 
requirements of the position detection system. In 
20 particular, the time between PN code emissions should 

preferably be significantly longer than the maximum 
likely time-of-f light difference for the acoustic signals 

II to travel to the vehicle 1 to avoid any possibility of 
overlap between different sets of emissions. In this 

25 embodiment, the maximum likely time-of -flight difference 

is 60ms (corresponding to a difference in distance of 
approximately 20m) and the control unit signals the PN 
generators every 0.25s to emit their respective PN 
sequences. 
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The output of each PN code generator 23 is input to a 
respective one of the modulators 25a to 25d where it is 
used to modulate a carrier signal generated by a local 
oscillator 27. In this embodiment , the frequency of the 
5 carrier signal is 5512.5 Hz and phase shift keying is 

used to modulate the carrier signal. This will be 
explained further with reference to Figures 3A and 3B 
which show a chip sequence output by one of the PN code 
generators 23, in the form of a logic signal, and the 

10 corresponding modulated signal output by the 

corresponding modulator 25 respectively. As can be seen 
from Figures 3A and 3B, whenever the logic signal 
undergoes a change of state, a phase shift of a 180° is 
introduced into the carrier signal- In this way, a 

15 spread spectrum signal is generated. 

The effect of the spread spectrum encoding is illustrated 
in Figure 4 in which a modulated baseband signal 35, 
which would result if the carrier signal was modulated by 

20 a baseband signal, is compared with the spread spectrum 

signal 37 generated when the carrier signal is modulated 
by the PN code sequence. As shown, the modulated 
baseband signal 35 is a narrowband signal centred at 
approximately 5.5 kHz while the spread spectrum signal 37 

25 has a power spectrum with a main band spread between 0 

and 11 kHz and harmonic bands at higher frequencies. As 
the power of the spread spectrum signal 37 is spread over 
a wider range of frequencies, the peak power level is 
significantly reduced. For many applications the spread 



BNSDOC1D: <WO 0134264Al_l_> 



WO 01/34264 



PCT/GBOO/04326 



13 

spectrum signal 3 7 is not noticeable to the user 15 or is 
heard only as background white noise. 

Returning to Figure 2, the spread spectrum signal output 
5 by each of the modulators 25 is amplified by a respective 

one of four audio amplifiers 2 9a to 29d to generate audio 
data signals S^t), S 2 (t), s 3 (t) and S 4 (t)- The audio 
data signal S^t) is input to a loudspeaker 31, forming 
part of the master beacon 5, which generates the 
10 corresponding acoustic signal 11a. The audio data 

signals S 2 (t), S 3 (t) and S 4 (t) are conveyed to respective 
ones of the slave beacons 7, via the cables 9. Each 
slave beacon 7 has a loudspeaker which converts the 
incoming audio data signal S(t) into the corresponding 
5 acoustic signal 11 • 

Figure 5 shows the circuitry which is provided , in this 
embodiment , in the vehicle 1. As shown , the vehicle 1 
includes the microphone 3 which detects the acoustic 

0 signals 11 emitted by the master beacon 5 and the slave 

beacons 7 and converts them into an electrical signal 
D(t). This electrical signal D(t) is then input to a 
filter to remove high frequency components including the 
higher harmonic bands of the spread spectrum signal 37 . 

5 The filtered signal is then input to an analog-to-digital 

converter (ADC) 43 where it is converted into a digital 
signal J(t)„ In this embodiment, the sampling rate of 
the analog-to-digital converter 4 3 is set to 22*05 kHz, 
which is twice the highest frequency of the main energy 
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band of the spread signal 37. As those skilled in the 
art will appreciate, this is the minimum sampling 
frequency enabling full use to be made of the main energy 
band of the spread signal 37 without aliasing. Figure 3C 
5 shows an example of the samples obtained by sampling an 

electrical signal D(t) containing just the spread 
spectrum signal 37 illustrated in Figure 3B. 

The digital signal J(t) output by the ADC 43 is then 
10 input into a correlator unit 45 which correlates the 

digital signal J(t) with stored sequences corresponding 
to PN codes 1 to 4 to identify the timing of the PN code 
sequences within the digital signal J(t) sent by the 
master beacon 5 and slave beacons 7, measures the time 
15 intervals between the identified timings and outputs 

signals corresponding to C l2/ C 13 and C 14 as defined 
hereinbefore • 

The correlator unit 45 will now be described in more 
20 detail with reference to Figure 6. As shown in Figure 6, 

the digital signal J(t) output by the ADC 43 is input to 
four correlators 71a to 7 Id which , in this embodiment, 
each include a digital matched filter- A PN code 
generator 73a which generates PN code 1 is connected to 
25 a first correlator 71a , a PN code generator 71b which 

generates a PN code 2 is connected to a second correlator 
71b, a PN code generator 73c which generates PN code 3 is 
connected to a third correlator 71c and a PN code 
generator 73d which generates a PN code 4 is connected to 
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a fourth correlator 7 Id. The PN codes generated by the 
PN code generators 73 are used to set the parameters of 
the digital matched filter of the respective correlators 
71 so that the digital matched filter will output 
5 relatively sharp peaks when there is a match between the 

corresponding PN code and the received digital signal 
J(t>. 

As shown in Figure 6, the output of each of the 
10 correlators 71 is input to a correlator unit processor 

75- The correlator unit processor 75 measures the 
difference in time between a peak received from the first 
correlator 71a and a peak received from the second 
correlator 7 lb, multiplies this time difference by the 
15 speed of the acoustic signals to calculate C 12 and 

outputs a signal corresponding to C 12 . Similarly the 
correlator unit processor 75 calculates C 13 from the 
difference in time between a peak received from the first 
correlator 71a and a peak received from the third 
2 0 correlator 71c and calculates C 14 from the difference in 

time between a peak received from the first correlator 
71a and a peak received from the fourth correlator 7 Id, 
and outputs signals corresponding to C 13 and C 14 . 

25 Returning to Figure 5, the signals output by the 

correlator unit 45 are input to a simultaneous equation 
solver 47. A beacon position memory 49, which stores the 
positions of the slave beacons 7 relative to the master 
beacon 5 (i.e. (X^Y,), (X 2 ,Y 2 ) and (X 3 , Y 3 ) ) is also 
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connected to the simultaneous equation solver 47. The 
simultaneous equation solver 4 7 performs processing to 
calculate the position (X V ,Y V ) of the vehicle 1 using 
equations 8 and 9 above based on the values received from 
5 the correlator unit 45 and the beacon position memory 49. 

In this embodiment, a physical constraints memory 51 is 
also connected to the simultaneous equation solver 47. 
The physical constraints memory 51 stores data 

10 identifying all possible solutions for the position of 

the vehicle 1. For example, if a wall is present along 
a line a distance D away from the master beacon 5 in the 
x-direction, then the data stored in the physical 
constraints memory 51 will indicate that X v cannot be 

15 larger than D. In this embodiment , the simultaneous 

equation solver 47 performs a "reality check" by checking 
with the data stored in the physical constraints memory 
51 that the position corresponding to X v and Y v is 
feasible. 

20 

The simultaneous equation solver 47 outputs signals 
corresponding to X v and Y v , that is the position of the 
vehicle 1 relative to the master beacon 5, to a processor 
53. The processor 53 is connected to a read-only memory 
25 (ROM) 55 which stores routines which are used by the 

processor 53 during operation and a random access memory 
(RAM) 57 which provides working memory for the processor 
53 when performing the routines stored in the ROM 55. A 
user interface 59 f which enables a user to input the 
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positions of the slave beacons 7 relative to the master 
beacon 5 for storing in the beacon position memory 49 and 
to input any physical constraints to be stored in the 
physical constraints memory 51/ is also connected to the 
5 processor 53 . 

The processor 53 is also connected to RF receiver 
circuitry 61 which processes RF control signals received 
from the remote control unit 13 via an aerial 63 and 
10 inputs the processed control signals to the processor 53. 

The processor 53 is also connected to motors 65 which 
enable the processor to control the speed and direction 
of movement of the vehicle 1 in accordance with remote 
control signals received from the remote control unit 13. 

15 

In this embodiment^ the user 15 is able to input , via the 
user interface 59, data corresponding to an area on the 
plane within which the vehicle 1 is allowed to move. For 
example^ if there is a wall then the user can exclude the 

20 wall from the allowed area so that the vehicle 1 cannot 

drive into the wall. The processor 53 monitors the 
position of the vehicle 1, using the signals output by 
the simultaneous equation solver 47/ and if the remote 
control signals received from the remote control unit 13 

25 would cause the vehicle 1 to move outside of the allowed 

area then the processor 53 overrides the received remote 
control signals so that the vehicle 1 stays within the 
allowed area. 
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In the first embodiment, the remote control unit 13 
transmitted remote control signals to the vehicle 1 using 
electromagnetic waves at RF frequencies. A second 
embodiment will now be described in which the remote 
5 control unit 13 transmits the remote control signals to 

the vehicle 1 using acoustic signals . 

Figure 7 schematically shows the circuitry in the remote 
control unit 13 of the second embodiment. User interface 

10 devices 81 are provided via which a user can input 

commands (such as increase speed, decrease speed, move 
left and move right) for transmission to the vehicle 1- 
The signals from the user interface devices 81 are input 
to a control unit processor 83 which generates a data 

15 signal F(t) to be transmitted to the vehicle 1. In this 

embodiment, the data signal F(t) is a logic signal which 
is generated at approximately 21.5 bits per second. Two 
PN code generators 85a and 85b are provided in the remote 
control unit 13. The PN code generator 85a generates a 

20 code sequence, which will be referred to as PN code 5, by 

repeating continuously a first 12 bit PN code with an 
extra binary zero added to the end of each sequence of 
4095 chips, at a chip rate of 5512.5 Hz. Similarly, the 
second PN code generator 85b generates a code sequence, 

25 which will be referred to as PN code 6, by repeating a 

second different 12 bit PN code with an extra binary zero 
added to the end of each sequence of 4095 chips, at a 
chip rate of 5512.5 Hz. In this embodiment, PN code 5 
and PN code 6 are orthogonal to each other and to PN 
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codes 1 to 4. 

The data signal F(t) and PN code 5 are input to a first 
AND gate 87a while the inverse of the data signal F(t) 
and PN code 6 are input to a second AND gate 87b / with 
the outputs of the first and second AND gates connected 
together to form a common output. In this way a logic 
signal I(t) is formed at the common output in which every 
n l" of the data signal F(t) has been converted into a 256 
chip sequence from PN code 5 and every "0" of the data 
signal F(t) has been converted into a 256 chip sequence 
from PN code 6. The logic signal I(t) is input to a 
modulator 89 which uses phase shift keying to modulate a 
5512-5 Hz carrier signal generated by an oscillator 91. 
In this way a spread signal G(t) is generated with a main 
energy band from baseband to 11kHz and higher frequency 
sub-bands. The spread signal G(t) output from the 
modulator 89 is amplified by an audio amplifier 93 and 
then input into a loudspeaker 95 which converts the 
amplified signal into an acoustic signal . 

Figure 8 shows the circuitry in the vehicle 1 in the 
second embodiment- The components of Figure 8 which are 
identical to those of the first embodiment have been 
25 referenced with the same numerals and will not be 

described again. As shown in Figure 8, the digital 
signal J(t) output by the ADC 43 is input to a remote 
control signals decoder circuit 101 which regenerates the 
data signal F(t) output by the control unit processor 8 3 



10 



15 
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in the remote control unit 13 . The regenerated data 
signal is then input to the processor 53 in the vehicle 
1 as before, 

5 An arrangement using correlators formed by digital 

matched filters, as used to despread the signals from the 
master beacon 5 and the slave beacons 7 , could be used in 
the remote control signals decoder circuit 101 to 
despread the spread signal conveying the remote control 
10 signals. This is commonly referred to as incoherent 

despreading- However, it is preferred that the remote 
control signals are despread by synchronously multiplying 
the digital signal J{t) by the same PN code as was used 
for spreading the data signal F(t) because this enables 
15 a more reliable regeneration of the original data signal 

to be achieved. Despreading by synchronous 

multiplication is commonly referred to as coherent 
despreading . 

Figure 9 shows in more detail the remote control signals 
decoder circuit 101 of the second embodiment. In this 
embodiment, the circuitry 101 uses a coherent detection 
technique in which the digital signal J(t) is separately 
multiplied by PN code 5 and PN code 6. To perform 
coherent detection, it is necessary to ensure that the 
chip sequence conveyed by the digital signal J(t) and the 
chip sequences of PN code 5 and PN code 6 are time- 
synchronised. To achieve an initial synchronisation, the 
digital signal J(t) is input to an acquisition unit 105. 
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The acquisition unit 105 generates signals which are 
analysed by a processor 107 which generates a signal F to 
control the rate of the clock signal elk generated by a 
clock 109, and signals X and Y for controlling the timing 
5 of the generation of the codes by PN code 5 and PN code 

6 generators 111 and 113 respectively. 

Figure 10 shows in more detail the contents of the 
acquisition unit 105 and the signals that are generated 

10 by the acquisition unit 105 and supplied to the processor 

107. In this embodiment, the processor 107 first removes 
any frequency offset between the chip rate of the chip 
sequence in the digital signal J(t) and the chip rate of 
the PN code 5 and PN code 6 generators 111, 113 by 
: " 15 adjusting the clock rate. This is necessary for two main 

reasons. The first reason is that if it is not done, 
then there will always be a slight difference between the 
clock frequencies used to generate the PN codes in the 
remote control unit 13 and the vehicle 1 respectively. 

20 The second reason is that even if identical clock 

frequencies are used in the remote control unit 13 and 
the vehicle 1, frequency shifts caused by Doppler effects 
can occur which affect the chip rate in the detected 
signal. Therefore, without control of the rate at which 

25 PN code 5 and PN code 6 are generated in the vehicle 1, 

it would be necessary to perform re-synchronisation on a 
frequent basis - 

As shown in Figure 10 f the samples of the digital signal 
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J(t) from the microphone 3 are input to a series of four 
digital matched filters 131a to 13 Id which are arranged 
in series so that the cascade output ( indicated in Figure 
10 by a ) of the first matched filter is input to the 
5 second matched filter and so on. Each filter has 2048 

taps, with the taps of the first matched filter 131a 
being matched to the first two bits of a SYNC byte, the 
taps of the second matched filter 131b being matched to 
the third and fourth bits of the SYNC byte, the taps of 

10 the third matched filter 131c being matched to the fifth 

and sixth bits of the SYNC byte and the taps of the 
fourth matched filter being matched to the seventh and 
eighth bits of the SYNC byte (1024 taps are required for 
each data bit because each data bit is multiplied by 256 

15 chips and each chip is to be sampled four times). 



The reason why a single matched filter having 8192 taps 
is not used rather than the four series connected matched 
filters 131 will now be described. In particular, if a 

20 single large matched filter was used in order to detect 

the SYNC byte, and if the rate at which the PN code 5 and 
PN code 6 are generated is different to the chip rate in 
the digital signal J(t), then this lack of 
synchronisation will be more noticeable. This is because 

25 a large single matched filter performs the correlation 

over a larger time window and consequently the effects of 
the lack of synchronisation can build up over a longer 
period of time, thereby degrading the score output by the 
single matched filter. In contrast, by using a number of 
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smaller series connected matched filters, the time window 
over which each of the matched filters performs the 
correlation is much smaller than that of the larger 
single matched filter. Hence, the effect of lack of 
5 . synchronisation will be less noticeable for each of the 

individual smaller matched filters. As a result, larger 
frequency offsets between the chip rate in the digital 
signal J(t) and the chip rate of the PN code 5 generator 
111 and the PN code 6 generator 113 can be tolerated by 
10 using the four matched filters 131 rather than a single 

matched filter. 

The score output by each of the matched filters 131 
(which is indicated by output b and which is updated at 

15 each clock pulse as the samples of J(t) are clocked 

through the matched filters) is input to a corresponding 
one of four normalisation circuits 13 3a to 133d. The 
normalisation circuits 13 3 provide a normalised output 
for a wide dynamic signal range of the input digital 

20 signal J(t). This enables the output of the 

normalisation unit to be analysed by a simple 
thresholding operation. 

Figure 11 shows schematically the contents of each 
25 normalisation circuit 133. As shown, the current score 

from the corresponding matched filter 131 is input to a 
time delay unit 141 where it is delayed for 1024 clock 
periods, which corresponds to the time taken for the 
samples of the digital signal J(t) to propagate halfway 
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through the corresponding one of the matched filters 131- 
The current score is also input to an averaging circuit 
14 3 which uses the current score to update a running 
average of the last 2048 scores. The output of the time 
5 delay unit 141 is then input to a divider 145 which 

divides the delayed score by the current value of the 
running average, to produce the normalised output. The 
above processing makes the normalisation circuit 
particularly well suited to systems where a spread 
10 spectrum signal is hidden in an acoustic signal , because 

the acoustic signal will typically vary over a large 
dynamic range . 

Figure 12 shows in more detail the contents of the 
15 averaging circuit 143. As shown, the current score is 

input to a time delay unit 151, where it is delayed for 
2048 clock periods, and an adder 153 where the inverse of 
the time delayed score is added to the current score. 
The output of the adder 153 is then input to a second 
20 adder 155 where it is added to the current value of the 

running average (delayed by one clock cycle) output by 
the time delay unit 157, to generate a new current value 
of the running average which is used by the divider 
circuit 145. 



25 



In this embodiment, sequences of SYNC bytes are repeated 
intermittently within the data signal F(t) output by the 
control unit processor 83 of the remote control unit 13. 
Figure 13 shows a typical output of one of the 
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normalisation circuits 133, when two consecutive SYNC 
bytes pass through the corresponding matched filter 131. 
In Figure 13 reference timings 161 have been illustrated 
which are separated by 8192 clock periods (nominally 
5 corresponding to the time required for the samples 

corresponding to one SYNC byte to pass through the 
matched filter)- The period between two adjacent 
reference timings 161 will hereinafter be referred to as 
a frame. A first peak 163 in the normalised score, 

10 corresponding to the first SYNC byte, occurs a time x x 

after the nearest preceding reference timing 161, while 
a second peak 165, corresponding to the second SYNC byte, 
occurs a time x 2 after the nearest preceding reference 
timing 161 • If there is no frequency offset in the chip 

15 rates, then x x will be equal to x 2 (since in 819 2 clock 

periods the samples corresponding to a SYNC byte will 
pass completely through the four matched filters 131) and 
the matched filters 131a-131d will all output peaks at 
the same time. However, if there is a frequency offset 

20 in the chip rates, then there will be a timing offset x o£f# 

defined by x 2 - x 1 , between the peaks in neighbouring 
frames which is dependent on the frequency offset. 
Further, since there is a frequency offset in the chip 
rates, the peaks output by the four matched filters 131a 

25 to 131d will not occur simultaneously. However, the 

timing offset (x off ) for the output of each of the 
normalisation circuits 133 should be identical. In this 
embodiment, the acquisition unit 105 makes use of this, 
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in order to quantify the frequency offset and hence to 
correct for it. The way in which it does this will now 
be described. 

5 As shown in Figure 10 , in this embodiment, the output of 

each normalisation circuit 133 is input to a 
corresponding cross-correlator 135a to 135d where it is 
cross-correlated with the output from the same 
normalisation circuit for the immediately preceding 

10 frame. This is achieved by passing the output score from 

each normalisation unit 133 through a corresponding time 
delay unit 137a to 137d which delays the scores by one 
frame. The output from the normalisation circuit 133 is 
then cross-correlated with the corresponding delayed 

15 output r by the cross-correlator 135- In this embodiment, 

a maximum frequency offset of three chips per SYNC byte 
is anticipated. Therefore, the cross-correlators 135 
only look for a cross-correlation peak over a range of 
time offsets between the two frames r varying between a 

20 three chip lead and a three chip lag. This results in a 

significant reduction in the amount of processing 
required by the cross-correlators 135. 

Figure 14 shows a typical output of one of the cross- 
25 correlators 135. The x-axis corresponds to the time 

offset between the two frames output by the normalisation 
circuit 133 and the y-axis corresponds to the score 
output by the cross-correlator 135. In this embodiment, 
twenty-five values of the cross-correlator score are 
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obtained to allow for a maximum time offset of ± three 
chips. A cross-correlation peak 171 occurs at a time 
offset x off which is equal to x 2 - z x . As mentioned above, 
the time offset for each of the matched filters 131a-131d 
5 should be identical and therefore the position of the 

cross-correlation peak 171 in the output of each of the 
cross-correlators 135 should be the same. The outputs of 
the four cross-correlators 135 are therefore added 
together in an adder 13 9 and the output of the adder 139 , 

10 labelled OFFSET in Figure 10 , is input to the processor 

107. The processor 107 then calculates the frequency 
offset (from x off and the size of the correlation window 
of the matched filters 131) and sends a control signal F 
to the clock 109 to adjust the clock frequency in order 

15 to reduce the frequency offset to a manageable amount.. 

Once the frequency offset has been reduced in this way, 
it is then necessary to synchronise PN code 5 and PN code 
6 generated by the PN code generators 111 and 113 

20 respectively with the chip sequence in the digital signal 

J(t). In this embodiment, this is achieved by inputting 
the output scores A A , Bi, C ± and D ± from the four 
normalisation circuits 13 3 directly into the processor 
107 which determines, from the largest peak present in 

25 the four outputs, the timing of the chip sequence in the 

digital signal J(t). The processor 107 then outputs 
control signals X and Y to the PN code generators 111 and 
113 respectively, in accordance with the timing of the 
largest peak to achieve time synchronisation. 
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In this embodiment, the processor 107 is a microprocessor 
based system which is schematically illustrated in Figure 
15. As shown, the processor includes an interface 
circuit 175 for interfacing a central processing unit 
5 (CPU) 177 with the normalised scores A ±/ B X/ C t and D ± 

output from the normalisation circuits 133 and for 
interfacing the CPU with the adder 139 and the two PN 
code generators 111 and 113. As shown in Figure 15 , the 
interface circuit 175 also receives a signal (TRACK) 

10 which is used in tracking which will be described in more 

detail below* In carrying out the calculations described 
above, the processor 107 processes the values received 
from the interface 175 in accordance with predetermined 
instructions stored in a program memory 179. A working 

15 memory (RAM) 181 provides memory which can be used by the 

CPU 177 while performing calculations. A user interface 
183 is also provided to allow a user to adjust the 
settings of the processor 107, for example in order to 
change or alter the program instructions stored in the 

20 program memory 179 so that the decoder can be 

reconfigured • 

Returning to Figure 9, when synchronisation has been 
achieved, data encoded in the digital signal J(t) can be 
25 extracted by inputting the digital signal J(t) to a 

correlator unit 115 (indicated by dotted lines) in which 
the digital signal J(t) is synchronously multiplied by PN 
code 5 and PN code 6 . As shown in Figure 9 , the 
correlator unit 115 comprises three channels labelled 
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late, on-time and early. As will be explained in detail, 
the three channels enable the time synchronisation to be 
tracked while data other than the SYNC byte is being 
transmitted . 

5 

The digital signal J(t) is input into each of the three 
channels of the correlator unit 115 and in each channel 
it is separately multiplied by PN code 5 and PN code 6. 
In the late channel, the digital signal J(t) is input to 

10 a multiplier 119a, where it is multiplied by PN code 5 

time-delayed by two clock periods by a time delay unit 
117a, and to a multiplier 121a, where it is multiplied by 
PN code 6 time delayed by two clock periods by a time 
delay unit 117c. Similarly, in the on-time channel the 

15 digital signal is input to a multiplier 119b, where it is 

multiplied by PN code 5 time-delayed by one clock period 
by a time delay unit 117b, and to a multiplier 121b, 
where it is multiplied by PN code 6 time-delayed by one 
clock period by a time delay unit 117d- In the early 

20 channel, the digital signal J(t) is input to a multiplier 

119c, where it is multiplied by PN code 5, and to a 
multiplier 121c, where it is multiplied by PN code 6. 

When the digital signal J(t) is multiplied by PN code 5, 
25 if the chip sequence of the signal J(t) matches PN code 

5, then a narrowband signal at about the carrier 
frequency of 5512.5 Hz will be generated. Similarly, 
when the digital signal J(t) is multiplied by PN code 6, 
if the chip sequence of the signal J(t) matches PN code 



WO 01/34264 PCT/GB00/04326 



30 

6, then a narrowband signal at. the carrier frequency will 
be generated. Thus, for each channel, if the received 
data bit is a n l n , then the output of the multipliers 119 
will contain a narrowband signal at the carrier frequency 
and, because PN code 5 and PN code 6 are orthogonal, the 
output of the multipliers 121 will not contain the 
narrowband signal. Similarly, if the received data bit 
is a "0 n , then the output of the multipliers 121 will 
contain the narrowband signal at the carrier frequency 
and the output of the multipliers 119 will not. 

For each channel, the outputs of the two multipliers 119 
and 121 are input to a corresponding power comparator 
123a to 123c, which is shown in more detail in Figure 16. 
15 As shown, in the power comparator 123, the outputs of the 

two multipliers 119 and 121 are input to respective 
bandpass filter 187a and 187b which are centred on the 
carrier frequency. The output of each bandpass filter 
187 is then input to a respective power monitor 189a or 
20 189b, which determines the power of the signal output 

from the corresponding bandpass filter 187. As mentioned 
above, when the received data bit is a "1" , the output 
from the power monitor 189b should be greater than the 
output from the power monitor 189a. In contrast, when 
25 the received data bit is a "0", the output from the power 

monitor 189a should be greater than the output from the 
power monitor 189b. Therefore, the outputs from the 
power monitors 189 are input to a comparator 191 which 
outputs a value in dependence upon the difference between 
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the outputs of the two power monitors 189. In this 
embodiment , the output from the power monitor 189a is 
input to the positive terminal of the comparator 191 and 
the output from power monitor 189b is input to the 
5 negative input of the comparator 191. Therefore, if the 

received data bit is a T, then the output of the 
comparator 191 will be positive and if the received data 
bit is a "0 n , then the output of the comparator 191 will 
be negative. 

10 

Returning to Figure 9, the output of the power comparator 
123b in the on-time channel is input to a data 
regeneration circuit 125 where it is converted into the 
regenerated data signal F'(t). The output of the power 

15 comparator 123b in the on-time channel is also input, 

together with the outputs of the power comparators 123a 
and 123c of the late and early channels, into an analysis 
unit 127. The analysis unit 127 determines which of the 
power comparators 123 provides the largest output, or in 

20 other words in which channel there is the best match 

between the chip sequence in the digital signal J(t) with 
PN code 5 and PN code 6» If the power comparator 123a in 
the late channel provides the largest output, then the 
analysis unit 127 sends a signal (on control line 

25 labelled TRACK) to the processor 107 indicating that the 

clock should skip a sample so that the power comparator 
123b in the on-time channel once more produces the 
largest output. Similarly, if the power comparator 123c 
in the early channel produces the largest output, then 
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the analysis unit 127 outputs a signal to the processor 
107 which causes the clock 109 to make a double sample so 
that the comparator 123b of the on-time channel once more 
produces the largest output. In this way a tracking 
5 operation is accomplished in which the synchronisation of 

PN code 5 and PN code 6 with the chip sequence encoded in 
the signal J(t) is checked on a sample-by-sample basis 
and, if necessary, the timing of PN code 5 and PN code 6 
is adjusted to correct for a reduction in 
1 0 synchr oni sat ion • 

Figure 13 shows an exemplary output of the normalisation 
circuit in which only a single peak 165 is present in 
each frame corresponding to a single acoustic path 

15 between the loudspeaker 95 in the remote control unit 13 

and the microphone 3 in the vehicle 1. However,, 
frequently a group of several peaks is present in each 
frame caused by the presence of different paths between 
the loudspeaker 95 and the microphone 3 (due to 

20 reflections off walls etc) and the signals travelling 

along these different paths arrive at the microphone 3 at 
different times. As those skilled in the art will 
appreciate, the acquisition unit 105 described above is 
robust in the presence of these multi-path peaks because, 

25 although the signals output by the normalisation circuits 

will include several peaks per frame, the output of each 
cross-correlator 135 should still contain a single 
dominant peak as the intervals between the peaks should 
remain constant- Further, the determination of the time 
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synchronisation in this embodiment is only based on the 
largest peak output by a normalisation circuit 133 and 
therefore the smaller peaks corresponding to the other 
paths are ignored. 

5 

In the second embodiment described above, the processor 
107 controls a clock signal elk which is used to 
determine the timings at which the ADC 43 samples the 
electrical signal output by the microphone 3. A third 
10 embodiment will now be described in which the sampling 

rate of the ADC 43 is fixed, but in which the output of 
the ADC 43 is re-sampled to overcome the frequency offset 
problem. 

15 The remote control unit 13 of the third embodiment is 

identical to that of the second embodiment and will not, 
therefore, be described again. The circuitry in the 
vehicle 1 in the third embodiment differs from that in 
the second embodiment only by the replacement of the 

20 remote control signals decoder circuitry 101 by the 

remote control signal decoder circuitry 201 shown in 
Figure 17, in which components which are identical to 
those of the decoder circuitry 101 of the second 
embodiment have been referenced with the same numerals 

25 and will not be described again. 

In the decoder circuitry 201 of the third embodiment, the 
ADC 4 3 samples the electrical signal from the microphone 
3 at a fixed rate of 22.0 5 kHz. The digital signal J(t) 
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output by the ADC 4 3 is then input to the acquisition 
unit 105 and to a re-sampling circuit 203. In this 
embodiment, the clock signal elk output by the clock 109 
is at a frequency of approximately 44.10kHz, the exact 
5 frequency being determined by the chip rate of the chip 

sequence conveyed by the digital signal J(t). As in the 
second embodiment, clock pulses can be skipped or doubled 
during the tracking operation- The PN code generators 
111 and 113 generate PN code 5 and PN code 6 
10 respectively, at a rate of one chip every eight clock 

pulses of the clock signal elk. 

The digital signal J(t) is stored in blocks of 8192 
samples in the re-sampling circuit 203. The processor 

15 205 determines from the outputs of the cross-correlators 

135 of the acquisition unit 105, the chip rate of the 
chip sequence in the digital signal J(t), and then 
outputs a signal S to the re-sampling circuit 203 which 
indicates the rate at which the digital signal J(t) needs 

20 to be re-sampled. For example, if the determined chip 

rate in the digital signal is 5567.625 Hz, which 
corresponds to an increase of 1% over the nominal chip 
rate of 5512.5 Hz, then the re-sampling rate has to be 
22.2705 kHz to allow for the additional chips present. 

25 The re-sampled data is determined in the re-sampling 

circuit 203 from the 8192 stored samples using 
interpolation techniques to give, for the exemplary 1% 
increase in chip rate, 8274 samples. The clock rate of 
the clock 109 is also adjusted to be eight times the chip 
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rate of the chip sequence in the digital signal J(t) and 
the re-sampled data is then input to the correlator unit 
195 at this clock rate where it is multiplied by PN code 
5 and PN code 6 and the remaining processing proceeds as 
5 in the second embodiment. 

In this embodiment, the PN code generators 111 and 113 
are controlled by the processor 205 to operate only when 
re-sampled data is input to the correlator unit 115. It 
10 will be appreciated by the skilled person that the clock 

signal elk is run at a faster rate than the sampling rate 
of the ADC 18 3 to give time for the re- sampling to take 
place and for any additional chips to be processed, 

15 Modifications and Further Embodiments 

In the second and third embodiments a specific 
synchronisation and tracking technique is described. 
However/ it will be appreciated that many modifications 
could be made to this synchronisation and tracking 

20 technique. Parameters, such as the number of matched 

filters and the number of taps in each matched filter , 
will depend upon the operational tolerance required for 
the device. It is desirable to use a long 

synchronisation sequence in the matched filter because, 

25 when there is no frequency offset, increasing the number 

of taps increases the size of the peak in the output of 
the matched filter. However, increasing the number of 
taps in a single matched filter reduces the frequency 
offset which that matched filter can tolerate. 
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It has been found that if it is desired to match the taps 
of the matched filter with a synchronisation sequence 
comprising N chips , but a frequency offset resulting in 
5 a time drift of e chips of the synchronisation sequence 

must be tolerated across the matched filter, then it is 
preferred to split the matched filter into (e + 1) 
matched filters with each one matched to N divided by (e 
+ 1) chips of the synchronisation sequence. If the 
10 above-described cross -correlation technique is then used 

to measure the frequency offset, then sample offsets 
spanning from -e chips to +e chips need to be calculated 
in the cross-correlator. 

15 In the second and third embodiments, the cross- 

correlators calculate cross-correlation scores for timing 
offsets between the two frames which are varied in steps 
corresponding to a single clock cycle. This is not 
essential and the cross-correlation could, for example, 

20 be calculated for timing offsets of the frames which vary 

in steps corresponding to 2 or 4 clock cycles- Further, 
it will be appreciated from Figure 13 that the frequency 
offset could be determined with a sub-sample resolution 
by interpolating the position of the peak from the values 

2 5 of the points neighbouring the maximum cross-correlation 

score- Another way of obtaining a more accurate measure 
of the frequency offset is to accumulate the summed 
outputs of the cross-correlators over more than two 
frames. 
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In the second and third embodiments the matched filters 
131a-131d of the acquisition circuit 105 are arranged in 
series. Figure 18 illustrates an alternative acquisition 
unit 301 in which the matched filters are arranged in 
5 parallel. In Figure 18 components which are identical to 

corresponding components in Figure 10 have been 
referenced with the same numerals and will not be 
described again. 

The digital signal J(t) is input into four parallel 
channels- In the first channel the digital signal J(t) 
is input directly into the first matched filter 131a* In 
the second channel the digital signal J(t) is input , via 
a time delay unit 303 which introduces a delay of 2048 
clock cycles,, into the second matched filter 131b. In 
the third channel the digital signal J(t) is input, via 
a time delay unit 305 which introduces a delay of 4096 
clock cycles, into the third matched filter 131c. In the 
fourth channel the digital signal J(t) is input r via a 
time delay unit 307 which introduces a delay of 6144 
clock cycles, into the fourth matched filter 13 Id. In 
this way the score outputs A if B ± , Ci and Di of the first 
to fourth matched filters 131a to 13 Id are identical to 
those for the acquisition unit 185 of the second 
embodiment and therefore the remainder of the acguisition 
unit 301 functions in the same manner as the acquisition 
unit 105 of the second embodiment. 

The acquisition circuits described with reference to 
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Figures 10 and 18 have a number of advantages- These 
advantages include : 

(1) The normalisation circuit 133 makes the acquisition 
5 circuit capable of analysing input digital signals 

J(t) whose power spans a wide dynamic range . 

(2) Replacing a single long matched filter with four 
short matched filters improves the ability to 

10 generate peaks in the presence of large frequency 

offsets. 

(3) By cross-correlating the output of each 
normalisation circuit with the output one frame 

15 earlier, the output of the cross-correlator for 

each matched filter is nominally identical and 
hence the output of each cross -correlator can 
simply be added together. 

20 (4) By using a cross-correlation to determine the 

frequency offset , the amount of processing required 
to determine the frequency offset for multi-path 
signals is identical to that required for single- 
path signals. 



25 



(5) As the length of the matched filters used will be 
determined based on a required tolerance of 
frequency offset for the decoder, the cross- 
correlation need only be carried out for time 
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offsets between the output of the normalisation 
circuit for neighbouring frames which fall within 
this tolerance, thereby reducing the amount of 
processing performed. 

5 

It will be appreciated by the person skilled in the art 
that the normalisation circuit is not essential to 
achieve some of the advantages discussed above. An 
automatic gain control (AGC) circuit at the input to the 

10 decoder could be used instead, but the normalisation 

circuit is preferred because the response times of the 
AGC control loop lead to a compromise between accuracy 
and distortion, whereas the normalisation circuit 
provides a more deterministic system leading to a 

15 significant improvement in performance. 

It will also be appreciated that the cross-correlation 
technique, in which the score outputs of neighbouring 
frames are cross-correlated, could also be applied to the 
2 0 output of a single filter to determine the frequency 

offset, although using plural filters and adding the 
results together increases the signal magnitude. 

Further, the increased frequency offset tolerance 
25 achieved by splitting a single matched filter into a 

number of smaller matched filters can be achieved without 
using the cross-correlation technique. Figure 19 
illustrates an alternative acquisition circuit 309 which 
corresponds to the acquisition circuit 105 illustrated in 
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Figure 10 with the cross-correlators 135 , delay units 137 
and adder 139 removed so that the OFFSET signal is not 
generated and only the scores A ir B i# and D x of the 
normalisation circuits 133 for each sample i are input to 
5 the processor 137. The processor can then use these 

scores to keep a number of accumulated scores for 
different values of frequency offset. The frequency 
offset can then be determined by comparing the 
accumulated scores and to determine which has the best 
10 score. 

For example, the processor 107 may perform a routine in 
which for each sample the following sums, which 
correspond to varying timing offsets, are calculated: 

15 

Ai + Bi + Ci + D ± (10) 
A ± + B 1+1 + C i+2 + Di+3 (11) 
Ai + Bi., + Ci_ 3 + Di_ 3 (12) 
A ± + B i+2 + C i+4 + D i+6 (13) 
20 A ± + Bi_ 2 + Ci_ 4 + Di_ 6 (14) 

A ± + B i+3 + C i+6 + D 1+9 (15) 
A ± + Bi_ 3 + Ci_ 6 + Di_ g (16) 



The skilled person will recognise that sum (10) 
25 corresponds to no timing offset, sums (11) and (12) 

correspond to a timing offset of ±3 clock cycles, sums 
(13) and (14) correspond to a timing offset of ±6 clock 
cycles, and sums (15) and (16) correspond to a timing 
offset of ±9 clock cycles. For each sample i, the sums 
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(10) to (16) are compared to a threshold figure which is 
set such that when one of the sums is above the threshold 
figure, the frequency offset can be estimated from which 
of the sums (10) to (16) was used and the time 
5 synchronisation can be estimated from the timing of the 

sample i which caused the sum to exceed the threshold- 
The skilled person will appreciate that this 
synchronisation technique is very efficient in terms of 
the processing power required in comparison to 
10 conventional synchronisation techniques because the 

correlation only has to be performed once. It will also 
be appreciated by the skilled person that the form of the 
sums used above can be varied to obtain different timing 
offsets if desired, 

15 _ 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that, 
because the acoustic signal undergoes an arbitrary phase 
shift between source and receiver, the output of the 
matched filters 131 is not always optimal- A complex 

20 filter can be used instead of each matched filter in 

order to remove the dependence on the phase of the 
incoming signal. As in this application it is the 
amplitude of the filter output which is most important, 
the complex filter could be formed by a parallel pair of 

25 matched filters each having 2048 taps and being matched 

to a quadrature pair of signals- The outputs of the 
matched filters would then be squared, summed and divided 
by the average output value over one data bit period, to 
generate a score output which can be compared with a 
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threshold value to give an output which is independent of 
the input signal phase* 

In another alternative acquisition circuit, the 
5 configuration illustrated in Figure 10 is used but each 

of the matched filters has 256 taps matched to a 
respective quarter of a 256 chip sequence corresponding 
to a SYNC bit. 

In the first to third embodiments, direct sequence spread 
spectrum (DSSS) encoding is used to spread the energy 
spectrum of the acoustic signals emitted by the beacons 
and the remote control unit. In particular, a 256 chip 
pseudo-noise code sequence is transmitted by the beacons 
every 0*25 seconds to enable the object to determine its 
position* Alternativley, longer pseudo-noise code 
sequences could be employed, in which case the code 
sequence could be cyclically repeated without a delay 
between the end of one code sequence and the start of the 
next. For example, if a 4096 chip pseudo-noise code 
sequence is used with a chip rate of 5.5215 kHz, then the 
repeat time is approximately 0.75 seconds which is 
sufficient to overcome any ambiguity problems. Using a 
longer pseudo-noise code sequence has the advantage that 
it is less noticeable to human beings and animals. 

The energy of the beacon signals and the remote control 
data signal can be spread over a wide range of 
frequencies by using techniques other than DSSS encoding. 
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For example, as illustrated by the power spectrum shown 
in Figure 20, an orthogonal frequency division modulation 
(OFDM) technique can be used in which, for example, 256 
narrow-band orthogonal carriers 321 carry identical data. 
5 These 256 narrow-band carriers are evenly distributed in 

the frequency range of 1 to 11kHz and thus spreading of 
the energy of the beacon signals and the remote control 
data signal is achieved. The original beacon signal or 
remote control data signal can then be reconstructed by 
10 demodulating and recombining each of the narrow-band 

signals . 

It will be appreciated by a person skilled in the art 
that still further techniques could be used to spread the 
15 energy of these data signals. For example, frequency 

hopping could be used in which the frequency of the 
signal is changed in a random manner. 

Another alternative to spreading the energy of a single 
20 narrow-band data signal over a desired broad range of 

frequencies is to generate a small number of narrow-band 
carriers at the centre of the desired frequency range and 
then to spread each of these narrow-band carriers over 
the entirety of the desired frequency range using 
25 orthogonal PN codes. The power spectrum for such a 

scheme is illustrated in Figure 21 in which 16 narrow- 
band carriers 323 are evenly spaced between 5512.5Hz and 
6300Hz and each of the narrow-band carriers is spread 
using DSSS encoding with a chip rate of 5 512.5Hz to form 
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a broadband signal 32 5. 

Alternatively, a number of narrow-band signals can be 
evenly spaced in the desired frequency range and each of 
5 these narrow-band signals can be individually spread to 

cover a sub-band of the desired frequency range. Such a 
system is shown in Figure 22 in which eight narrowband 
signals 331, each transmitting a data signal at 5 bits 
per second, are spaced evenly throughout the desired 

10 range. Each bit of each of the narrowband signals is 

multiplied by a corresponding PN code using a 256 chips 
per bit ratio, to form eight broadband signals 333 spread 
over a corresponding sub-band of the desired range. This 
has the advantage that the resulting spread spectrum is 

15 significantly flatter than those of the other 

embodiments. The PN codes used to modulate the eight 
different signals form an orthogonal set so that each 
broadband signal 333 can be despread separately. 
Further, each broadband signal 333 can be adjusted as a 

20 whole for the energy of the corresponding segment of 

audio track which reduces errors caused by non-linear 
filtering across the entire desired range of frequencies. 

in the systems described with reference to Figures 20 to 
25 22 a number of narrowband signals are generated. For the 

remote control data signal, these signals can be used to 
carry identical data streams which are staggered in time. 
This has the advantage that if a segment of the data 
signal is lost, for example due to a loud noise which 
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does not form part of the audio signal output by the 
loudspeaker 95, then the data in the lost segment will be 
repeated in different channels subsequently. 

5 Those skilled in the art will appreciate that coherent 

despreading employing synchronous multiplication could be 
employed for the beacon signals instead of incoherent 
despreading. For example, the circuitry describe with 
reference to Figures 9 to 12 and 15 to 19 could be used 
10 to process the spread spectrum signals received from the 

beacon. In particular, the synchronisation data could be 
used to determine the times of arrival of the acoustic 
signals at the object. 

15 In the second and third embodiments, the output of each 

multiplier 119 , 121 is input to a bandpass filter 
followed by a power monitor. Alternatively, the output 
of each multiplier 119, 121 could be input to a 
quadrature mixer and the output of the quadrature mixer 

20 then input to a low-pass filter with a time constant of 

the order of the duration of a data bit of the data 
signal F(t). The output of the low-pass filter can then 
be used as an input signal to the comparator 191. This 
provides a computationally efficient implementation. 



25 



In the second and third embodiments, the processor 
decides, based on the signal TRACK, after every clock 
cycle which of the early, on-time and late channels 
produces the best signal. However, in order to reduce 
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the processing load, the processor could alternatively 
make this decision over longer intervals, for example 
intervals corresponding to one chip, one data bit or one 
repetition of the chip sequences PN code 5 and PN code 6 . 

5 

In the first to third embodiments, phase shift keying is 
employed' to centre the energy of the spread spectrum 
signal at 5.5kHz. Those skilled in the art will 
appreciate the centre frequency and the degree of 
10 spreading are design choices which can be varied. 

Further, other modulation techniques, such as frequency 
shift keying, could be employed. 

In the second and third embodiments, the remote control 
15 unit 13 has a dedicated loudspeaker for transmitting the 

remote control acoustic signals. Alternatively, the 
remote control unit 13 could be connected to the master 
beacon 5 and the remote control acoustic signals 
broadcast using the loudspeaker in one or more of the 
20 beacons. If, however, the remote control acoustic 

signals were broadcast using more than one beacon then a 
rake receiver arrangement would be desirable in the 
vehicle 1 to compensate for the different times-of-f light 
between each beacon and the vehicle 1. 

25 

As those skilled in the art will appreciate all the PN 
code generators 23 can be located in a single master 
beacon 5 because the time taken for electrical signals to 
travel from the master beacon 5 to the slave beacons 7 is 
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negligible compared to the time taken for the acoustic 
signals 11 to travel between the beacons and the object 
as the speed of the electrical signals is much faster 
than the speed of the acoustic signals. However,, it is 
5 not necessary for all the PN code generators 23 for the 

beacon to be located in a single master beacon 5. 
Alternatively, for example, each beacon could house the 
PN code generator 23 used to spread the acoustic signal 
11 emitted by that beacon. This is not, however, 
10 preferred because it is cheaper to manufacture all the 

circuitry on a single circuit board rather than spreading 
it over four different circuit boards . 

As data encoded using spread spectrum encoding techniques 
can be extracted from a high background noise level, the 
beacons could also be used to transmit other sounds, such 
as music and tannoy announcements. Further, psycho- 
acoustic encoding techniques as described in the 
Applicants corresponding International application no. 
PCT/GB00/02961 (the whole contents of which are 
incorporated by reference) could be used to make the 
spread acoustic signals less noticeable to a listener. 

The ability to combine spread audio data signals with 
25 other audio signals opens up a wide range of possible 

applications. Figure 23 shows an example of such an 
application in which spread audio data signals are added 
to the audio track of a television signal. As shown in 
Figure 23, a remote controlled vehicle 401 having an 



15 
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omni-directional microphone 403 is located on the floor 
of a room 40 5. A television set 407 having a surround 
sound system including four loudspeakers 409a to 409d is 
also located in the room 40 5. In this position detection 
system, the audio track of a television programme 
includes spread spectrum signals which are output by the 
loudspeakers 409 so that the vehicle 401 can determine 
its position within the room 405. Further, the audio 
track of the television programme also includes a spread 
spectrum data signal conveying remote control signals for 
varying the movement of the vehicle 401- 

Throughout the room 4 05 there are a number of objects 
which it is preferable that the vehicle 401 does not 
drive into, for example a chair 411 on which a user 413 
sits, the speakers 409, a cabinet 415 on which the 
television set 407 sits, a lamp 417 and a vase 419. 
However, the originator of the remote control signals 
will not know the positions of these objects. In this 
embodiment, the user 413 inputs into the vehicle 401 the 
positions of the speakers 409, so that the vehicle 401 
can determine its position relative to the speakers 409, 
and an allowed area 421 (shown in dashed lines in Figure 
23) outside of which the vehicle 401 is not permitted to 
move. If the remote control signal conveyed by the audio 
track would cause the vehicle 401 to move outside of the 
allowed area 421 then r in a manner identical to that in 
the first to third embodiments, a processor within the 
vehicle 401 overrides the remote control signals to 
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maintain the vehicle 401 within the allowed area 421. 

Alternatively, the remote control signals conveyed by the 
audio track of the television signal could instruct the 
5 vehicle 1 to move to a co-ordinate within a preset area 

in an arbitrary co-ordinate system. In this case, the 
vehicle 1 maps the preset area in the arbitrary co- 
ordinate system to the allowed area 421 in the room 405, 
and when a remote control signal is received converts the 
10 received co-ordinate into the corresponding co-ordinate 

in the allowed area 421 and moves to that corresponding 
co-ordinate. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the audio 
15 track could originate from one of many sources. For 

example, the audio track could be the audio track of a 
broadcast television signal, a television signal stored 
on a video cassette 423 to be played by a video cassette 
recorder (VCR) 425, a broadcast radio signal, an audio 
20 track stored on a compact disc or the like, and a CD- 

ROM 429 for a multi-media computer 427. 



In the above-described embodiments , an object is able to 
determine its position relative to a number of beacons. 
25 However, if the position of each beacon in a reference 

co-ordinate system is known by the object, then the 
object is able to determine its position in that 
reference co-ordinate system. Examples of such reference 
co-ordinate systems include the grid references of a 
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local street map and absolute longitude and latitude 
positions . 

After the object has determined its position, the object 
i could broadcast its position to a tracking system which 

tracks the position of the object. Further, it will be 
appreciated that it is not essential in such a system for 
the object to calculate its own position. Alternatively, 
the object could broadcast the time differences between 
) the signals arriving from the beacons to a tracking 

station which then calculates the position of the object 
using the broadcast time differences. The 
position/timing information could be broadcast over any 
suitable communications link, using for example radio 
5 waves, optical /infra-red waves or acoustic waves. 

In the above-described embodiments, four beacons have 
been used to enable an object to determine its position 
in a two-dimensional plane using differential time-of- 

0 flight analysis. Those skilled in the art will 

appreciate that an appropriately positioned additional 
beacon (which for the illustrated embodiments would not 
be in the plane containing the other beacons) would 
enable the object to determine its position in three 

5 dimensions using differential time-of -flight analysis. 

Further, in many situations four appropriately positioned 
beacons are sufficient for an object to determine its 
position in three dimensions because this will give two 
solutions of which generally only one is possible due to 
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physical constraints (such as a floor). Therefore, the 
object can discount one of the positions by referring to 
a physical constraints memory storing data identifying 
allowed positions . 

An example of an application utilising position 
determination in three-dimensions is a remote-controlled 
aircraft system including four appropriately positioned 
beacons , three of which are on the ground , which enable 
the remote-controlled aircraft to determine its position 
in three dimensions from spread-spectrum signals emitted 
by the four beacons using differential time-of-f light 
analysis. The remote controlled aircraft can then ensure 
that it remains within a fixed volume in the same manner 
as the remote control vehicle of the first to third 
embodiments ensures that it remains within a fixed area. 

In the above-described embodiments, a differential time- 
of-flight system is utilised in which all the beacons 
20 transmit an acoustic signal simultaneously. 

Alternatively, the beacons could broadcast their 
respective acoustic signals at known relative timings in 
which case the object would use these known relative 
timings when determining the differential distances. 

25 

Those skilled in the art will also appreciate that the 
techniques described above could also be used in a direct 
time-of-f light system in which the object directly 
measures the time taken for an acoustic signal to travel 
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from a beacon to the object. An advantage of the direct 
time-of-f light system is that generally one less beacon 
is required for the object to determine its position 
unambiguously* In particular, in a direct time-of -flight 
5 position detection system only three beacons are required 

for an object to determine its position unambiguously 
within a two-dimensional plane and only four beacons are 
required for an object to determine its position 
unambiguously in a three-dimensional volume. This is 

10 possible because in a direct time-of ^flight system the 

object knows when the beacons emit their respective 
acoustic signals. Further , it is frequently possible to 
use only two beacons in a two-dimensional direct time-of- 
flight position detection system and three beacons in a 

15 three-dimensional direct time-of-f light position 

detection system if f as described above, some of the 
positions are not possible or some ambiguity in position 
determination is acceptable. 

20 Various techniques can be employed in such direct time of 

flight systems to enable the object to know when the 
beacons emit their acoustic signals. For example, radio 
systems could be employed to provide accurate timing 
information to be used by the object and the beacons. 

25 The source of the radio timing signals could be the 

object, one of the beacons, or even an existing system 
such as a Global Positioning System (GPS). Further, 
instead of radio signals, other frequency ranges could be 
used, for example optical frequencies. 
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An alternative technique for enabling the object to know 
when the beacons emit their acoustic signals would be to 
provide stable clocks in the object and the beacons. A 
one-off synchronisation between the object clock and the 
5 beacon clocks is performed, for example by initially 

inputting directly into the object its current position 
from which it can infer the clock offset between the 
object clock and the beacon clock. For a period of time 
after this initial synchronisation the object is able to 

10 determine its position within an acceptable level of 

accuracy provided the object has stored the timings when 
the acoustic signals are emitted by the beacons. If 
accurately-matched clocks are provided in the object and 
the beacons, this "free-wheeling" period will be long 

15 enough for many applications. For example, a 0.1 part 

per million (lppm) relative accuracy allows about five 
hours of free-wheel time before the error in position 
detection becomes one metre (for a system in which 
acoustic signals are propagated through air). Those 

20 skilled in the art will appreciate that accuracies in the 

region of O.lppm are readily available from oven 
controlled crystal oscillators . This synchronisation can 
then be repeated at regular intervals by returning the 
vehicle to some known position, which need not be the 

25 same position as was used to perform the initial 

synchronisation . 

The "free-wheeling" mode of operation is particularly 
advantageous for applications in which the position 
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detection is only required for a limited period of time. 
For example, a toy incorporating a position detection 
system (such as the remote-controlled vehicle 1 of the 
first to third embodiments) is unlikely to be used for 
5 longer than one hour at a time and therefore the clocks 

need only be accurate enough to achieve a "free-wheeling" 
period of approximately this duration. 

Various of the above-described techniques, in particular 

10 the "free-wheeling" mode of operation, is also applicable 

to systems which do not use spread spectrum signals to 
determine position. For example, the "free-wheeling" 
mode of operation could be used with bursts or chirps of 
sound. Further, the "free-wheeling" mode of operation 

15 could be used in a phase detection system rather than a 

time-of— flight detection system. In a phase detection 
system, the beacons would transmit a continuous acoustic 
signal (such as a continuous sine wave signal) and the 
object determines its position by the phase shift of the 

20 detected acoustic signals which are directly related to 

the distance over which the acoustic signals have 
travelled. The cyclic ambiguity problem inherent in 
phase detection systems can be alleviated by employing a 
heterodyne detection system in which sound waves at two 

25 or more different frequencies are transmitted which, as 

those skilled in the art will., appreciate, effectively 
increases the non-ambiguous range of the system. 

In some embodiments, the position detection required is 
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solely the distance from a single point. This can be 
achieved using a single beacon at the single point and 
applying a direct time-of-f light or phase measurement 
position detection technique . 

5 

In the embodiments described above, the acoustic signals 
were within the audible frequency range of the human ear. 
However, the techniques applied above also apply to 
acoustic signals at ultrasonic frequencies. This could 

10 enable, for example, a position detection system in which 

divers are able to locate themselves underwater from 
spread spectrum signals output by a number of ultrasonic 
beacons. For such a diver location system, the "free- 
wheeling" direct time-of -flight does not need to be very 

15 long as the dives are of limited duration. 

The embodiments of the invention described with reference 
to the drawings include processes which could be 
performed in a computer apparatus. The invention 

20 therefore also extends to computer programs, particularly 

computer programs on or in a carrier, adapted for putting 
the invention into practice . The program may be in the 
form of a source code, object code, a code intermediate 
source and object code such as in partially compiled 

25 form, or in any other form suitable for use in the 

implementation of the processes according to the 
invention. The carrier be any entity or device capable of 
carrying the program. 
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For example, the carrier may comprise a storage medium, 
such as a ROM, for example a CD ROM or a semiconductor 
ROM, or a magnetic recording medium, for example a floppy 
disc or hard disk. Further, the carrier may be a 
5 transmissible carrier such as an electrical or optical 

signal which may be conveyed via electrical or optical 
cable or by radio or other means. 

When the program is embodied in a signal which may be 
10 conveyed directly by a cable or other device or means, 

the carrier may be constituted by such cable or other 
device or means . 

Alternatively, the carrier may be an integrated circuit 
15 in which the program is embedded, the integrated circuit 

being adapted for performing, or for use in the 
performance of, the relevant processes. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An acoustic position detection system comprising: 
means for generating one or more predetermined 
5 spread spectrum electrical signals; 

one or more spaced acoustic signal generators 
located at predetermined relative positions for receiving 
at least a respective one of said predetermined spread 
spectrum electrical signals and for generating a 
10 corresponding spread spectrum acoustic signal; 

an object comprising: i) a detector for detecting 
the or each acoustic signal generated by the one or more 
acoustic signal generators and for converting the or each 
detected acoustic signal into a corresponding electrical 
15 signal; and ii) means for processing the corresponding 

electrical signal to identify the or each spread spectrum 
electrical signal therein and to identify the respective 
times of arrival of the or each spread spectrum signal; 
and 

20 means for determining the position of the object 

relative to said predetermined relative positions of said 
acoustic signal generators using the identified times of 
arrival, at the object, of the or each spread spectrum 
signal . 



25 



2. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 1, wherein the generating means comprises one or 
more pseudo-noise code generators operable to generate 
respective pseudo-noise codes in order to form the one or 
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more predetermined spread spectrum electrical signals. 

3 . An acoustic position detection system wherein said 
means for generating one or more predetermined spread 

5 spectrum electrical signals is centrally co-located with 

one of the acoustic signal generators. 

4. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim , wherein the generating means further 

10 comprises means for modulating a carrier signal using the 

predetermined spread spectrum electrical signals, 

5. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, wherein the or each acoustic signal 

15 generator is operable to generate the corresponding 

spread spectrum acoustic signal at frequencies audible to 
human beings. 

6 . An acoustic position detection system according to 
20 any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the or each acoustic signal 

generator is operable to generate the corresponding 
spread spectrum acoustic signal at ultrasonic 
frequencies. 

25 7. An acoustic position detection system according to 

any of claims 2 to 6, wherein the processing means 
comprises a decoder for identifying the pseudo-noise 
codes emitted by the or each acoustic signal generator 
within said corresponding electrical signal. 
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8. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 7, wherein the decoder comprises a correlator 
operable to output a peak corresponding to the timing at 
which one of the pseudo-noise codes is present in said 

5 corresponding electrical signal. 

9 . An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 8, wherein the correlator comprises a matched 
filter for performing non-coherent detection. 

10 

10. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 7, wherein the decoder is operable to perform 
non-coherent detection to identify the or each pseudo- 
noise code in said corresponding electrical signal. 

15 

11. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, comprising a plurality of said 
acoustic signal generators arranged to emit their 
corresponding spread spectrum signals simultaneously r 

20 wherein the determining means comprises: 

means for calculating , for at least one pair of the 
plurality of acoustic signal generators, a value 
representative of the difference in distance between the 
object and each of the acoustic signal generators in the 

25 pair; and 

means for determining the position of the object 
relative to said predetermined relative positions of said 
acoustic signal generators using the at least one 
calculated differential distance value. 
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12. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any of claims 1 to 10 , comprising a plurality of said 
acoustic signal generators, wherein the determining means 
comprises: 

means for storing data representative of the 
relative times of emissions of the spread spectrum 
acoustic signals from the plurality of acoustic signal 
generators ; 

means for calculating , for at least one pair of the 
plurality of acoustic signal generators, a value 
representative of the difference in distance between the 
object and each of the acoustic signal generators in the 
pair using the stored emission timing data; and 

means for determining the position of the object 
relative to said predetermined relative positions of said 
acoustic signal generators using the at least one 
calculated differential distance value. 

13. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any of claims 1 to 10, wherein said determining means 
comprises : 

means for determining the time of emission of a 
spread spectrum acoustic signal from at least one 
acoustic signal generator; 

means for calculating a value representative of the 
distance between the object and said at least one 
acoustic signal generator using the determined time of 
emission and the identified time of arrival; and 

means for determining the position of the object 
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relative to said predetermined relative positions of said 
acoustic signal generators using the calculated distance 
value . 

14. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 13 , wherein the object comprises a first clock and 
the generating means comprise a second clock, wherein the 
acoustic position detection system further comprises 
means for synchronising the first clock with the second 
clock. 

15. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 14 , wherein the first clock and the second clock 
are oven controlled crystal oscillators. 

16. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, wherein the object comprises said 
determining means. 

17. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, further comprising means for 
responding to the determined object position. 

18. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 17, wherein the response means forms part of the 
object. 

19. An acoustic position detection system according to 
either claim 17 or claim 18, wherein the response means 
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is operable to generate an output which is discernible to 
human beings. 

20. An acoustic position detection system according to 
5 claim 19 , wherein the response means is operable to emit 

a sound in response to the determined object position. 

21. An acoustic position detection system according to 
either claim 19 or 20 , wherein the response means is 

10 operable to display a visual signal in response to the 

determined object position. 

22. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim any of claims 19 to 21, wherein the response means 

15 is operable to cause movement of at least part of the 

object in response to the determined object position. 

23. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, further comprising data signal means 

20 for generating and outputting a data signal, 

wherein the object further comprises: 
means for receiving the data signal; and 
means for responding to the data signal . 

25 24. An acoustic position detection system according to 

claim 23, wherein the data signal means is arranged to 
broadcast the data signal as an electromagnetic wave. 

25. An acoustic position detection system according to 
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claim 23, wherein the data signal means is arranged to 

broadcast the data signal as an acoustic wave. 

26. An acoustic position detection system according to 
5 claim 25 , wherein the acoustic wave corresponding to the 

data signal is output through one of the acoustic signal 
generators. 

27. An acoustic position detection system according to 
10 claim either claim 25 or 26 , wherein the data signal 

means is arranged to generate and output a spread 
spectrum data acoustic signal . 

28. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 27 , wherein the data signal means comprises a 
pseudo-noise code generator operable to generate a data 
pseudo-noise code in order to form the spread spectrum 
data acoustic signal , 

and wherein the receiving means comprises: i) means 
for converting the spread spectrum data acoustic signal 
into a corresponding data electrical signal , and ii) data 
signal processing means for processing said corresponding 
data electrical signal regenerate the data signal. 

25 29. An acoustic position detection system according to 

claim 28 , wherein the data processing means comprises a 
correlator operable to output a peak when a chip sequence 
in the corresponding data electrical signal matches the 
data pseudo-noise codes. 



15 



20 
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30. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 28 , wherein the data processing means is operable 
to perform incoherent detection to identify the data 
pseudo-noise code in said corresponding electrical 

5 signal . 

31. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any of claims 28 to 30, wherein the receiving means 
comprises a synchronisation circuit for synchronising the 

10 data pseudo-noise code with a code sequence conveyed by 

the data electrical signal. 

32. An acoustic position detection system according to 
according to claim 31 , wherein the synchronisation 

15 circuit comprises: 

a correlator for generating a time-varying output 
dependent on the similarity of a chip sequence conveyed 
by the data electrical signal and a predetermined chip 
sequence; and 

20 a normalisation circuit operable to scale the time- 

varying output of the correlator by a normalisation 
factor determined from the average value of the time- 
varying output over a predetermined period of time. 

25 33. An acoustic position detection system according to 

claim 32, wherein the normalisation circuit comprises 
means for calculating a running average of the time- 
varying output over the predetermined period of time. 
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34. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 31, wherein the synchronisation circuit comprises: 

a correlator for generating a time-varying output by 
correlating a chip sequence conveyed by the electrical 
5 signal and a predetermined chip sequence; 

a cross-correlator for cross-correlating the output 
of the correlator over a first time period with the 
output of the correlator over a second time period; and 

means for determining a frequency offset between the 
10 frequency at which the third pseudo-noise code generator 

generates the third pseudo-noise code and the frequency 
of the code sequence conveyed by the electrical signal 
from the output of the cross-correlator. 

15 35. An acoustic position detection system according to 

claim 31, wherein the synchronisation circuit comprises: 
a correlator for generating a time-varying output by 
correlating a chip sequence conveyed by the electrical 
signal and a predetermined chip sequence; 

20 a cross-correlator for cross-correlating the output 

of the correlator over a first time period with the 
output of the correlator over a second time period; and 
means for determining the difference between the 
chip rate of the predetermined chip sequence and the chip 

25 rate of the chip sequence conveyed by the electrical 

signal from the output of the cross-correlator. 

36. An acoustic position detection system according to 
either claim 34 or 35, further comprising a normalisation 
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circuit: operable to scale the time-varying output of the 
correlator by a normalisation factor determined from the 
average value of the time-varying output over a 
predetermined period of time. 

5 

37. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 36 f wherein the normalisation circuit comprises 
means for calculating a running average of the time- 
varying output over the predetermined period of time. 

10 

38. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 31/ wherein the synchronisation circuit comprises: 

a plurality of correlators, each correlator arranged 
to generate a time-varying output dependent by 
15 correlating a chip sequence conveyed by the electrical 

signal and a respective predetermined chip sequence; and 
means for controlling the third pseudo-noise code 
generator in accordance with the outputs of the plurality 
of correlators, 

20 wherein the respective predetermined chip sequences 

have the same chip rate. 

39. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 38, wherein the plurality of correlators are 

25 cascaded in series. 

40. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 38, wherein the plurality of correlators are 
connected in parallel. 
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41. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any of claims 38 to 40 , further comprising a plurality of 
normalisation circuits , each normalisation circuit being 
operable to scale the time-varying output of a respective 
5 one of the plurality of correlators by a normalisation 

factor determined from the average of the time-varying 
output of that correlator over a predetermined period of 
time . f 

10 42. An acoustic position detection system according to 

claim 41, wherein the normalisation circuit comprises 
means for calculating a running average of the time- 
varying output over the predetermined period of time. 

15 43. An acoustic position detection system according to 

any of claims 31 to 42, wherein the synchronisation 
circuit further comprises: 

a plurality of cross-correlators, each cross- 
correlator being arranged to cross-correlate the output 

20 of a respective one of the plurality of correlators over 

a first time period with the output of that respective 
correlator over a second time period; 

means for adding the outputs of each of the cross- 
correlators; and 

25 means for determining a frequency offset between the 

frequency at which the third pseudo-noise code generator 
generates the third pseudo-noise code and the frequency 
of the spreading code in the electrical signal from the 
output of the adding means. 
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44. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any of claims 32 to 43, wherein the or each correlator is 
formed by a matched filter. 

45. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 23 to 44 , wherein the data signal response means is 
operable to generate an output which is discernible to 
human beings. 

46. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 45, wherein the data signal response means is 
arranged to cause movement of the object. 

47. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 46, wherein the system further comprises means for 
reacting when the position of the object determined by 
the determining means satisfies a preset condition. 

48. An acoustic position detection system according to 
claim 47, wherein the reacting means is arranged to 
prevent the response means from causing movement of the 
object when the preset condition is satisfied. 

49. An acoustic position detection system according to 
any preceding claim, wherein the positions of the spaced 
acoustic signal generators are known with respect to a 
reference co-ordinate system, and the determining means 
further comprises means for determining the position of 
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the object in the reference co-ordinate system. 



50. An acoustic position detection apparatus comprising: 
a detector for detecting one or more acoustic 

5 signals and for converting the or each detected acoustic 

signal into a corresponding electrical signal; and 

means for processing the corresponding electrical 
signal to identify predetermined spread spectrum 
sequences therein and to identify the respective times of 
10 arrival of the predetermined spread spectrum sequences. 

51. An acoustic position detection apparatus according 
to claim 50/ further comprising means for determining the 
position of the apparatus using the identified times of 

15 arrival^ at the apparatus, of the predetermined spread 

spectrum sequences. 



52. An acoustic position 
to either claim 50 or 51, 
20 object technical features 



detection apparatus according 
further comprising any of the 
of any of claims 2 to 49. 



53. An audio signal generator comprising: 

means for generating a plurality of spread spectrum 

electrical signals at audio frequencies and 
25 means for outputting the plurality of spread 

spectrum electrical signals to a plurality of acoustic 

signal generators , 

wherein the audio signal generator is operable to 

output respective different spread spectrum electrical 



BNSDOCID: <WO 0l34264Al_l_> 



WO 01/34264 



PCT/GB00/04326 



70 

signals to each of the plurality of acoustic signal 
generators . 

54. An ultrasonic signal generator comprising: 
5 means for generating a plurality of spread spectrum 

electrical signals at ultrasonic frequencies; and 

means for outputting the plurality of spread 
spectrum electrical signals to a plurality of acoustic 
signal generators , 
10 wherein the audio signal generator is operable to 

output respective different spread spectrum electrical 
signals to each of the plurality of acoustic signal 
generators . 

15 55. An acoustic position determining method comprising 

the steps of : 

providing one or more spaced acoustic signal 
generators located at predetermined relative positions; 
generating one or more predetermined spectrum 
20 electrical signals and transmitting the spread spectrum 

electrical signals to respective ones of the acoustic 
signal generators ; 

generating spread spectrum acoustic signals 
corresponding to the spread spectrum electrical signals; 
25 detecting at an object the or each acoustic signal 

generated by the one or more acoustic signal generators 
and converting the or each detected acoustic signal into 
a corresponding electrical signal; 

processing the corresponding electrical signal to 
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identify the or each spread spectrum electrical signal 
therein and to identify the respective times of arrival 
of the or each spread spectrum signal; and 

determining the position of the object relative to 
5 said predetermined relative positions of said acoustic 

signal generators using the identified times of arrival, 
at the object, of the or each spread spectrum signals. 

56- A computer-readable medium storing processor- 
10 implementable instructions for configuring a computer 

apparatus to perform one or more steps of the method 
claimed in claim 55. 

57. A computer-readable medium storing processor- 
15 implementable instructions for configuring a computer 

apparatus as an acoustic position detection apparatus as 
claimed in any of claims 50 to 52. 



58. A computer-readable medium storing processor- 

20 implementable instructions for configuring a computer 

apparatus as an audio signal generator as claimed in 
claim 53. 



59. A computer-readable medium storing processor- 
25 implementable instructions for configuring a computer 

apparatus as an ultrasonic signal generator as claimed in 
claim 54. 
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